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which are the poor in very deed, should he hereafter re-
lieved and well pi'ovided for: he it enacted . . . That the
Statute l made in the twenty-second year of the late King of
famous memory, Henry the Eighth, and also the Statute2 made
in the third and fourth years of the reign of the famous King
Edward the Sixth, concerning "beggars, vagabonds and idle
persons . . . shall stand in their full force and effect, and shall
be also from henceforth justly and truly put in execution . . .

II. And further he it enacted, That yearly upon the Sunday
next after the feast day of the Nativity of  St John Baptist,
commonly called Midsummer Day, in every city, borough and
town corporate, the mayor, bailiff's or other head officers for the
time  being, and  in  every other  parish  of the   country the
parson, vicar or curate and churchwardens shall have written
in a register . .  .as well the names  of the inhabitants and
householders within their city ... or parish, as also the names
of all such impotent, aged and needy persons as be within their
city ... or parish, which are not able to live of themselves nor
with their own labour;   and shall openly in the church and
quietly after   divine   service   call   the   said   householders  and
inhabitants together, among whom  the mayor or other head
officers and two of the chief inhabitants in every "such city [&c.]
such as the mayor or other head officers shall think meet, and
the parson, vicar or curate and churchwardens in every other
parish, shall appoint yearly two able persons or more, to be
gatherers and collectors of the charitable alms of all the residue
of the people inhabiting in the parish whereof they be chosen
collectors  for  the  relief of the  poor:   which   collectors the
Sunday next after their election, or the Sunday following, if need
require, when the people are at the church at divine service, shall
gently ask and demand of every man and woman what they of
their chanty will be contented to give weekly towards the relief
of the poor, and the same to be written in the said register . . .:
and the said gatherers . . . shall justly gather and truly dis-.
tribute the same charitable alms weekly ... to the said poor
and impotent persons . . . without fraud, covin, favour or affec-
tion, and after such sort that the more impotent may have the
more help, and such as can get part of their living to have the
1 22 H. VIIL 12.                             a 3 & 4 E. VI. 16.